SGZP BOARD MEETING
22 JUNE  2010 - SUMMARY AND ACTION POINTS

1. INTRODUCTIONS AND APOLOGIES

In Attendance: Alison North (MDC), Simon Carter (MDC), Mayor Tony Eggington (MDC), Anita Bradley (MDC), Tom Rawsterne (NCC), Frank Horsley (ADC), Paul Thomas (ADC), Cllr John Knight (ADC), Mike Robinson (N&SDC), Pete Wilkinson (N&SDC), Tom Stevens (WNC), John Dowson (Notts/Derbys Chamber), Irvin Robinson (Mansfield 2020), Edward Hine (Mansfield Development Forum), Richard Vincent (Alliance North Midlands), David Kirkham (Notts Employment & Skills Board), Mark Banister (HCA), Louise Seymour (NRL)
Apologies from: Bev Smith (MDC), Cllr Keith Girling (NCC), Cllr Roger Blaney (N&SDC), John Hudson (LEO), Nigel Jackson (Skills Funding Agency), Andrew Morgan (emda)

2. JOINT ECONOMIC MASTERPLAN

Introduction and progress to date

S.C reported that Mark Lynam, the lead officer on the Masterplan, has now left ADC. AN will now take over this role. The group had commissioned four pieces of work, presentations on two of these: Work Foundation and CLES are on today’s agenda. The Local Asset Backed Vehicle (LABV) phase 1 report is expected at the end of June. AN will report on this at the next meeting. SC informed the group that the Ashfield and Mansfield Economic Masterplan will be finalised by February/March 2011. 

Linkages Study presentation – The Work Foundation
Naomi Clayton from the Work Foundation delivered a report on the Linkages Study. AN will circulate the report after the meeting. 

TR suggested attracting knowledge based workers to the area could depend on the provision of good quality housing stock. NC said existing good quality housing stock in the neighbouring areas should be taken into account.  The Work Foundation has researched growth in advanced manufacturing in Nottingham and Derby; there is a sector specialism in Ashfield, particularly around Sherwood Park and Hucknall. There could be opportunities around developing manu-services.  Further detail can be found in the full report. RV said that emda will not fund sub-regional inward investment so discussions are taking place on how this will be delivered; it is likely to adhere to county boundaries. TR said that the West Notts College apprenticeship programme needs reviewing. 

Resilience study presentation – CLES
Neil McInroy from CLES presented; he said that the conditions need to be right to stimulate the economy. It is about place and identity. Employers need to support the community but this can take years to achieve. TR said this was hard to achieve when there are not many large employers. NMc said they required public sector and to build on existing relationships. 

Slides from both presentations and the full reports to be circulated to the group – AN

3. MATTERS ARISING FROM MEETING OF 10 MARCH 2010

· TE has spoken to Tony Roberts. 

· TR sent the letters out as stated. 

· TR is waiting to hear from Craig Edson regarding novation of the SGZP funding. A.N said that any sizeable expenditure should be checked on a case by case basis.

4. SGZP TERMS OF REFERENCE

FH gave an update. TE explained the MARR route and SGZ area for any new members.  FH said that the remit of this group would include both major physical projects and to co-ordinate Inward Investment. AB asked if other project ideas could be suggested if they were not written into the T of R. FH said this would be possible.  Nominations to go to JK and TE for the Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP). 

5. CLIMATE FOR REGENERATION

LEGI funding has been cut by 23% for its final year and funding for Working Neighbourhood Fund (WNF) has been cut by 25%.  The effect of the former will be seen across the area, but WNF cuts will not impact.  Single Programme Funding has been frozen and no new schemes will be accepted. ERDF PA1 and PA2 will be continuing in Mansfield and Ashfield but there may be an issue with match funding if other funding streams are cut. One suggestion was to get the private sector involved. TR asked if there was any update on the Lindhurst Development. TE said no new updates as far as he is aware, but will check with the Planning department at Mansfield.

6. HCA SINGLE CONVERSATION/LOCAL INVESTMENT PLAN FEEDBACK

MB reported on the HCA Single Conversation and Local Investment Plan. LIPs will be in place by March 2011. The key themes are Town Centres, Regeneration and King’s Mill. The group need to prioritise which strategies and projects are most important. MB pointed out that potential investors look at the total place, with key drivers being economic and manufacturing serviced based. 16 programmes have been inherited on the scheme, this is too many, the group need to look at where similar programmes have been successful and follow a similar format. The HCA are looking for more flexible programmes which build capacity, e.g. LABVs.  TE said one problem arising from the abolition of the RSS was the inconsistency of local planning decisions for housing sites; partnership working is the way forward. 

7. LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK UPDATES

PW said the N&S Strategy would be out in July 2010. Regional plans and Housing targets will have to justify evidence, even if the schemes are scrapped under the new budgets. 

FH – Consultation results on the core strategy will go out to members. ADC will probably have a delay in publishing the core strategy. 

SC - Mansfield’s core strategy will go to consultation on 20 June for 8 weeks.

JK said the housing issues in the district were political not economical. 

8. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
EH said that if the correct infrastructure was provided in the area then inward investors would be attracted but just having the MARR was not sufficient. Investors would be attracted to the Prologis and Lindhurst sites due to good road links. Investors would rather buy sites to develop themselves rather than have the developers create these. 

The group needs to talk to Mansfield 2020 to improve business networks and include research on what support business require. 

IR said they need to work with ADC and FH to encourage Ashfield businesses to get involved. 

AN will circulate a date for the next meeting in the next few days.

